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Japan is an urbanized country and has millions of wooden houses in the urban landscape. Four 
termite species, two subterranean and two drywood, are recognized as major urban pests. 
Witnessed from the recent earthquake disasters, termite infestation can be a cause of serious 
damages of houses. Thus, termite management in Japan has an important role not only to achieve a 
long service life of wooden houses, but also to save human lives. Results of four country-wide 
surveys on termite infestation in 2001, 2007, 2009/2010, and 2012 are available at present. The 
period during 2001 to 2012 represents a drastic change of housing structures in Japan, as most of 
newly-built houses have a concrete foundation with an increasing use of synthetic insulation 
materials to save energy. The results of the surveys show a decrease of infestation rate from 34.34% 
(5,644/16,435) in 2001 to 7.34% (192/2,615) in 2012. However, in over 20-years old soil-foundation 
houses, nearly 15% infestation was still reported in 2012 survey. The most important cause might be 
the change of the foundation system from soil foundation to concrete foundation. The concrete-
foundation may be effective for deterring the termite invasion. The entry points of subterranean 
termites to houses are the contacts of untreated synthetic insulation materials with soil.  Other 
entries from small utility holes and defects of the concrete-foundation are often reported lately. 
Now the most common infestation parts of house are located near the entrance and service-door. 
This clearly shows that termites are smart enough to find the insecticide-free and easy-accessible 
areas in housing structures when approaching from the soil. 
